
On behalf of the Board of Park Commissioners and the staff of the Homewood-Flossmoor Park District, I am happy to share our 2016 Annual 
Report, designed to provide the community with a review of our facilities, programs and projects.  

In early 2016 Commissioner Sue Bertram resigned after nearly 23 years of service to the park district and community. We wish Sue and her 
husband all the best in their retirement. Flossmoor resident Brent Bachus was appointed to fill Sue’s seat until the next election in April 2017.

In May, the park district was named as a finalist for the 2016 National Gold Medal Award for Excellence in Park and Recreation Management. 
The Gold Medal program honors park districts in the U.S. that demonstrate excellence in parks and recreation through long-range planning, 
resource management, volunteerism, environmental stewardship, program development, professional development and agency recognition. 

Work continues in our plan to upgrade our aging facilities and our goal remains to maintain our buildings and systems as necessary for the 
future.  We replaced parking lots, paths, mowing equipment, roofs, carpeting, computers and lighting.  While most of these items are not glam-
orous, they need to be maintained in order to keep our facilities in the best condition possible going forward.  

2016 was the first full calendar year for The Clubhouse at Dolphin Lake and both usage and revenue exceeded expectations by a wide margin. 
The ability to provide full service rental and food/beverage services through Wiley’s Grill has also enhanced revenue opportunities. The facility 
clearly filled a need within the community. The $400,000 OSLAD Grant for the Clubhouse was received in early 2017.  

It is truly an honor to serve our residents and I speak for all our commissioners when I say that 2016 was a great year and we’re excited about 
the future of the Homewood-Flossmoor Park District, and our community.

Coyote run golf Course
Coyote Run Golf Course had its best year since the 2005 opening with 32,060 rounds, a 2.8% 
increase over last year’s old record of 31,184. Opening day was scheduled for March 12th, 
but because of early spring like temperatures, the actual opening date was March 8th.  Carts 
were allowed on the golf course the following day.

The golf course officially closed on December 5 and thanks to an unusually warm November, 
1,960 of the year’s total rounds came in November. The golf course continues to support 
multiple high school teams, including the H-F High School girls and boys golf teams.

Wiley’s catering business continues to grow with the exposure at The Clubhouse at Dolphin  
Lake and many community events.

parks Department HIgHlIgHts

H-f ICe arena

Teri Michor our long-time Asst. Manager retired this year after 25 years of service to the HFPD. She calls us every other month or so to tell us 
just how much fun she is having with the grandkids and just living life outside of work. While we do miss Teri greatly, her retirement has allowed 
us the opportunity to bring in someone new to the staff to help facilitate some much needed changes to our daily evening operations. Lyndsay 
Harwell joined us in September of this year and is doing a great job for us so far. The staff as a whole not only enjoy her fresh perspective on old 
issues, but also the excitement and energy she brings to the group. Lyndsay will be working exclusively during our evening hours to help improve 
service and communication with our evening and late evening patrons.

Repairs and improvements continue to be made to the heating and cooling systems throughout the facility. The much needed improvements will 
keep our patrons comfortable both on and off the ice.  Our focus this season has been on the locker room areas. We are working with our heating 
and cooling vendor to increase air flow throughout the hall and each individual locker room.
 
The skating school and youth hockey leagues continue to show steady growth. The H-F Ice Arena recently added the United States Figure 
Skating (USFS) association’s curriculum to our skating school. We recently hosted our first testing session under the new system and were very 
pleased with the participation. 
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•	Removed	and	replaced	the	deck	at	Irons	Oak’s	Discovery	Center

•	Energy	efficient	LED	lights	with	ballasts	were	installed	at	the	Irwin	Center

•	New	Building	Maintenance	Supervisor,	Harrison	Maddox,	was	hired	in	August

•	After	Irwin	Park’s	holiday	tree	was	uprooted	in	a	wind	storm	last	March,	a	new	tree	donated	by	a	local	resident	was	successfully	transferred  
 and replanted in its place 

•	A	new	concrete	Zamboni	pad	was	installed	at	the	H-F	Ice	Arena.	Concrete	sidewalks	at	the	Irwin	Center	and	Flossmoor	Park	were	repaired

•	New	barriers	were	installed	at	Irons	Oaks’	access	trail	to	prevent	unauthorized	vehicles	from	entering

•	A	vehicle	and	implement	sale	was	held	in	April	to	sell	off	older	equipment	and	vehicles

•	A	large	crack	was	found	and	repaired	in	the	main	pool	early	in	the	summer	and	the	pool	pump	for	the	baby	pool	was	replaced	mid-season	

•	Replaced	parking	lot	lights	at	Lions	Park/Pool	and	Goldberg	Park	with	energy	efficient	LEDs

•	Obtained	more	affordable	waste	management	services	for	all	park	district	facilities

•	All	dirt	ballfields	were	groomed,	regraded	and	additional	product	was	added	where	needed

•	Tennis	courts	at	Orchard	Park	and	Pheasant	Trails	Park	were	resurfaced	and	a	new	roller	rink	surface	was	installed	at	Millennium	Park
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H-f raCquet & fItness Club

The past year saw much success for the 
Park District.  Our basketball programs 
had over 500 participants in the various 
leagues we offered.  There is the 3rd – 
8th grade league, high school league and 
the girl’s league plus numerous skills and 
development programs offered throughout 
the year.  This area continues to grow with 
interest. The Flag Football league held in 
the fall also saw some growth and the 
staff are working hard to offer many new 
athletic programs for the community 
including a girls Lacrosse clinic and 
league as well as many preschool aged 
programs to generate interest in the 
younger sports fans.

The new tradition of Starry Nights on July 
3 has been well received.  This continues 
to be one of our largest concerts as it kicks 
off the Fourth of July holiday.  Over 500 
guests pack into Irwin Park for a concert 
and picnic to enjoy the music, food and 
visiting with neighbors and friends.

The senior programs have taken off under 
the leadership of the Irwin Manager and new 
Senior Coordinator, Cindy DeNormandie.  
Many new parties were offered all with a 
fresh theme and have had much success.  
There is also a trip to Branson, MO offered 
due to demand for overnight trips.

New supervisor Mary Kawalek (January 
2016) has settled in and is managing one 
of our biggest programs, the before and 
after school care program and is bringing 
many new and exciting ideas not only to 
this program but also to her special event 
responsibilities.

The Clubhouse continues to be a success 
and is rented out every weekend for 
numerous parties and events.  Stop by 
and see the facility if you have not already. 
Another facility project that began in 2016 
was the updating of the Flossmoor Field 
House.  Staff has turned this facility into a 
comfortable, cozy, eclectic space perfect for 
small gatherings.  Whether it is a meeting, 
retreat, brain storming, birthday party or 
club gathering, this is the perfect space.

Irons oaks

The Adventure Center provided programming to 13,484 participants on 338 
days, over 1,600 hours of programming, in 2016. Of these participants, 3,812 
participated in our High Adventure programing with a 100% safety record.  
The	average	dollar	amount	spent	per	organization	was	$650.00	for	a	total	of	
$387,208 in revenue. 

Adventure Center staff and participants are enjoying the installation of a new high 
ropes course. Additional facility improvements include repairing the ramp to the 
Discovery Center after being damaged by a large tree and repairing one of our 
pond decks.  New long tables were also purchased for use in the Irons Oaks Rooms.  

Nature Kids Camp was completely transformed this past year.  In addition to 
traditional nature camp activities, the campers planted and tended a camp 
garden, donated excess produce to a local food pantry, participated in a color 
run through the woods, visited a splash pad and held a drum circle with
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Approximately 70% of District funds were spent on park district operations.  The balance 
was spent on debt service obligation and capital outlay.

The Park District receives approximately 40% of its revenue from property tax receipts. 
Charges for services comprise 52% of total revenue.  The issuance of debt was 7% with 
the remaining attributable to interest on investments, donations and other miscellaneous
income.
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handmade recycled instruments.  Revenue in this pro-
gram is up 6% from last year and up 23% over the past 
two years.  Two days of winter nature camp and two 
days of spring break nature camp will be added in the 
coming year.

We are looking for new audiences to reach and hop-
ing to expand our Scout and Homeschool programs 
this year to fill in the gaps.  Curricula and program 
development has been a focus with our part-time staff.

Due to a long winter and a quick emergence of spring 
wildflowers, no prescribed burn was conducted.  
Restoration efforts included pulling honeysuckle from 
the area near the Therapy Garden.  Approximately 
three acres of land were improved.  As our trees are 
aging, we are doing more preventative trimming and 
cutting.  We are noticing an increase in the diversity of 
birds that live in or migrate through our property.

Holiday tree and light recycling was once again a 
success.  Over 800 trees and 1,800 pounds of lights 
were saved from local landfills.  Community members 
are allowed to drop off trees at any time and greatly 
enjoy that service.

The H-F Racquet & Fitness Club continues to be an active facility in the community.  Several 
facility changes and program additions helped highlight the past year.  As we close on the 
44th anniversary of the Club, we prepare for another year providing H-F residents the best 
wellness services and activities in the area.

Several facility updates and changes took place this past year. A long time partnership with 
Sertoma Speech and Hearing came to an end as they closed their satellite locations, 
including the space at the Club.  This vacancy allowed the Club an opportunity to expand 
on some off the unique wellness programming the Club offers. The first renovation was 
expanding the MindBody studio space.  Barre classes, yoga classes, and Pilates Personal 
Training all take place in this studio.  The Pilates Personal Training equipment was moved to 
its own private studio space.  This allowed for the Barre and Intro to Yoga classes to expand.

In addition to the MindBody studio renovations, the Massage Therapy program was brought 
back, including a newly remodeled private room. The massage therapy program will  
offer much more than the standard deep tissue massage. Hot stones, aromatherapy, 
Reflelxology, and ointments can be used to enhance your wellness experience.  A related 
service	called	Fascial	Stretch	Therapy	will	be	utilized	in	this	renovated	space.	The	Club	has	a	
certified therapist on staff. This service improves flexibility through decompression of joints 
allowing for greater range of motion, circulation, body alignment and posture, and joint 
function.  This service is unique to the Chicagoland Region.

The Club first began as a tennis facility and tennis continues to be a priority to the Club.  
Once again, Chicago State University uses the Club as its home site. This partnership has 
continued for several years and has brought several new events and opportunities to pro-
mote the lifelong game of tennis.  As the Club moves forward bringing the game to the youth 
of the community will be the focal point of the programming at the Club.

FUNCTION  2015 2014 2013 2012 2011
 
Recreation
Program Participants 34,123 24,787 24,914 29,216 33,693
Pool Attendance  18,092 16,983 22,579 28,482 30,000
Pool Parties  16 16 14 17 18 
Splashpad Attendance 4,803 5,071 5,632 8,585 10,302 

Racquet & Fitness Club
Memberships - Annual  1,725 1,891 2,237 2,554 2,868 
Personal Training Hours 3,073 4,002 4,534 4,419 4,246 
Tennis Court Time Hours 19,495 23,296 24,660 24,485 25,813 

Coyote Run Golf Course
Rounds of Golf Played 32,060 26,240 25,681 25,267 23,795
Cart Rentals  23,614 21,442 20,662 19,205 19,205
Buckets of Balls Sold 8,502 8,961 9,279 9,045 10,118 

Employment
New Full-Time Hires 10 7 5 8 6 
Full-Time Employees 51 54 53 52 53
Part-Time and
Seasonal Employees 478 566 556 564 599 

Legal
Ordinances Approved 30 19 12 15 14
Resolutions Approved 6 7 5 6 8

Vehicles
Vehicles Replaced  2 1 0 2 1

FISCAL YEAR
2015 -16  2014 -15 2013-14 2012-13 2011-12


