
 
 

 
 
The Regular Meeting of the Board of Park Commissioners was called to order at 7:00 pm by President Collins.  
Commissioners Bachus, Dennison, Johnson, Ojode and Collins were present.  Also present were Executive 
Director Debbie Kopas, Superintendent of Parks Doug Boehm, Superintendent of Finance Sharon Dangles, 
Golf Course Superintendent Dave Ward, Ice Arena Manager Lyndsay Harwell, Irons Oaks Manager Cheryl 
Vargo, Racquet & Fitness Club Manager Eileen Rohrer, Marketing Manager Darren Jasieniecki, H-F Chronicle 
Reporter Marilyn Thomas and Secretary Anne Brabec.   
       
CHANGE IN AGENDA – Remove Item g from the Consent Agenda and add it to New Business, Item b 

 

SWEAR IN COMMISSIONER DENNISON – Board Secretary Debbie Kopas administered the Oath of Office to 
re-elected Commissioner Debbie Dennison 
 
COMMENTS FROM VISITORS – None 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
a. Approval of Minutes - April 6, 2021 and April 20, 2021 
 
b. Resolution #645    
 A resolution authorizing the Treasurer to pay wages and salaries of employees during fiscal year 2021-

2022 and to make payment to the IMRF. 
 
c. Resolution #646       
 A resolution authorizing the Treasurer to authorize necessary petty cash funds for the combined 

corporate and operating funds of the District for the fiscal year 2021-2022. 
 
d. Core Values & Goals 
 A report from the Executive Director recommending the Board of Park Commissioners consider 
 motion to approve the 2021-22 Core Values and Goals for the Park District as presented. 
 
e. Coyote Run HVAC Unit 
 A report from the Coyote Run Manager & Pro recommending the Board of Park Commissioners consider 

a motion to approve the purchase of one Bryant Seven and one half ton unit from Sunray Heating and 
Cooling in Matteson, IL in the amount of $11,400.   

 
f. Personnel Policy 1.17: Cell Phone Use & Reimbursement Update 
 A report from the Irons Oaks Manager and the Superintendent of Finance & Administration 

recommending the Board of Park Commissioners consider a motion to amend Personnel Policy 1.17 Cell 
Phone Use & Reimbursement to include the position of Adventure Center Coordinator in the amount 
of $30 per month. 

 
g. Personnel Policy 1.9: Anti-Nepotism Update – MOVED TO NEW BUSINESS 
 A report from the Executive Director recommending the Board of Park Commissioners consider a motion 

to approve a six-month waiver of the Anti-Nepotism Policy as stated effective immediately.  
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Commissioner Johnson moved to approve the consent agenda as presented. Commissioner Bachus seconded 
the motion.  Roll call vote with Ayes:  Bachus, Dennison, Johnson, Ojode and Collins.  Nays:  none.  Motion 
approved. 
 
OLD BUSINESS  
a. Homewood Rotary Foundation Sponsorship Agreement 
 Executive Director Kopas reported that the Homewood Rotary Foundation approved a sponsorship 

agreement with the park district after several years of working on a beneficial arrangement.  Rotary will 
pay $70,000 toward the Homewood Estates project, which will be for naming rights of the two ball fields 
and one soccer field and the sign marking the fields.   
  

Commissioner Dennison moved to approve the Sponsorship Agreement with the Homewood Rotary 
Foundation as presented. Commissioner Bachus seconded the motion.  Roll call vote with Ayes:  Bachus, 
Dennison, Johnson, Ojode and Collins.  Nays:  none.  Motion approved. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
a. Homewood Estates Park Renovation 
 Superintendent Boehm reviewed that four companies submitted bids for the Homewood Estates 

renovation project.  A favorable bid was received, allowing the park district to also accept the alternates 
to the bid.  Work will be completed per the guidelines required by the OSLAD grant.   

 
Commissioner Ojode moved to approve the bid from D&J Landscaping, Inc. in the amount of $378,952.74 
for the Homewood Estates Park Renovation. Commissioner Johnson seconded the motion.  Roll call vote 
with Ayes:  Bachus, Dennison, Johnson, Ojode and Collins.  Nays:  none.  Motion approved. 
 
b. Personnel Policy 1.9: Anti-Nepotism Update 

Director Kopas explained that due to the shortage of workers at this time, especially lifeguards, it is 
recommended that the district’s anti-nepotism policy be waived for six months with the caveat that no 
one would work directly for their family member.  Commissioners Johnson and Collins indicated they 
would abstain from the vote since both have children who will lifeguard. 
 

 Commissioner Bachus moved to approve a six-month waiver of the Anti-Nepotism Policy as stated effective 
immediately. Commissioner Dennison seconded the motion.  Roll call vote with Ayes:  Bachus, Dennison, and 
Ojode.  Nays:  none.  Abstain:  Johnson and Collins.  Motion approved. 
 
APPROVAL OF CLAIMS 
Commissioner Johnson moved to approve the claims list in the amount of $571,146.14 as presented. 
Commissioner Ojode seconded the motion.  Roll call vote with Ayes:  Bachus, Dennison, Johnson, Ojode and 
Collins.  Nays:  none.  Motion approved. 

 

PRESENTATION AND COMMENTS ON FINANCIAL REPORTS FOR THE PERIOD ENDING APRIL 30, 2021 - 
Commissioner Bachus commented that is was nice to once again see facility revenue.   
 
COMMUNICATIONS – PDRMA 202 Annual Report Cover Letter, PDRMA 2020 Annual Report, PDRMA 
Updated DCD Mask Guidance 
 
 
 



DIRECTOR’S REPORT AND COMMISSIONERS’ COMMENTS  
Executive Director Kopas 

 With a change to the Illinois executive order regarding masks, the park district will review its policy.   
PDRMA issued a listing of options that can be followed, but not a recommendation.  The park district 
will put up signage indicating that if you are fully vaccinated plus two weeks, you may enter facilities 
without masks.   

 Expecting the CDC to update their camp guidance again prior to the start of summer camps. 
 
Commissioner Ojode 

 It was good to hear the progress of the Homewood Estates project. 

 Glad to see the senior lunches coming back. 
 

Commissioner Bachus 

 Loves that the Board is back meeting in person. 

 Congratulation to Lyndsay on her promotion. 

 Glad to see the park district is sponsoring the Junteenth celebration. 

 Asked Manager Vargo if there has been feedback from School District 161 families whose children 
were there; she said they have loved the experience and can’t believe that they never knew so much 
was offered right In their own backyard. 

 
Commission Dennison 

 Thank you to staff for their flexibility and stepping up, especially with so many changes. 
 
Commissioner Johnson 

 Asked if there have been any surprises at the pool as it was being readied for the season.  
Superintendent Boehm answered that an above ground pipe broke and was fixed.  Tomorrow they 
begin to fill the pool. 

 Wondered if the flooding in the Clubhouse basement has been controlled.  Boehm said the pumps 
did not activate properly during the past rain, and that situation has now been corrected and the 
pumps are working properly. 

 Nice to see good numbers at the fishing derby. 

 Great to see the James Hart band using the bandshell for their end of the year concert. 

 Thank you once again to all staff for everything they’ve done keeping the community active and 
providing many good options during a tough time. 
 

Commissioner Collins 

 Welcome and congratulations to Lyndsay. 

 Complimented Manager Rohrer on the nice letter she wrote to the Club members. 
 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
Executive Director Kopas asked if there were any nominations from the floor.  Seeing none, ballots were 
cast with Commissioner Bachus running for the position of President and Commission Dennison for Vice 
President.  Commissioners were invited to write-in a name if desired. 
 
 
 
 



Ballots were tallied with Brent Bachus winning the vote as President and Debbie Dennison as Vice 
President.  Commissioner Bachus moved to include the ballots in the board meeting minutes.  
Commissioner Dennison seconded the motion.  Roll call vote with Ayes: Bachus, Dennison, Johnson, Ojode 
and Collins.  Nays:  none.  Motion approved. 
 
Ballots were cast as follows: 
Commissioner Bachus:  Brent Bachus for President and Debbie Dennison for Vice President 
Commissioner Collins:  Brent Bachus for President and Debbie Dennison for Vice President 
Commissioner Dennison: Brent Bachus for President and Debbie Dennison for Vice President 
Commissioner Johnson:  Brent Bachus for President and Debbie Dennison for Vice President 
Commissioner Ojode:  Brent Bachus for President and Debbie Dennison for Vice President 
 
COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS 
Commissioners decided upon their committee appointments for 2021-2022: 
 
 Recreation & Park District Advisory Deb Dennison and Steve Johnson 
 Racquet & Fitness Club   Linda Ojode and Brent Bachus 
 Ice Arena    Steve Johnson and Brent Bachus 
 Irons Oaks    Dallas Collins and Deb Dennison 
 Golf     Linda Ojode and Dallas Collins 
 
Director Kopas led a discussion on the whirlpool at the Racquet & Fitness Club, which has been closed 
during the pandemic.  It is not ADA accessible so is a feature of the facility that is not available to all.  There 
is not a way to modify it to make it compliant.  IDPH would have to return to the Club to certify the 
whirlpool before it could reopen.  It was concluded that if the state allows the whirlpool to be open, it 
should be, as long as it does not open the park district to legal liability.  Director Kopas will talk with 
PDRMA regarding this. 
 
Full-time staff are once again working in the Goldberg offices.  Current plans are to not open the building 
to the public and have RFC and Irwin be the district’s two walk-in sites.  This will give additional exposure 
to both locations.  Goldberg is very busy with phone calls, so a plan will be developed to better handle the 
calls.   
 
The Board had a discussion regarding insecticide applications in the parks and the recent social media 
presence from a group opposed to them.  The district will order signs for the chemical free parks, which 
are about a third of the parks.  More signage will be place in the parks when they are sprayed with the 
special mix that the HFPD researched and developed.  The least amount of the safest ingredients needed 
to be effective are used. 
 
Flossmoor Baseball invited the park district to throw out the first pitch at one of several game dates; 
President Bachus will represent the district for this. 
 
At 8:02 pm, Commissioner Dennison moved to enter in the Executive Session for the purpose of purpose 
of 2(c)(1) discussion of the appointment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific 
employees of the District.  Commissioner Johnson seconded the motion.  Roll call vote with Ayes: Bachus, 
Dennison, Johnson, Ojode and Collins.  Nays:  none.  Motion approved. 
 
Meeting reconvened at 9:07 p.m. 



ADJOURNMENT  
Commissioner Johnson moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:08 p.m.  Commissioner Bachus seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote with Ayes: Bachus, Dennison, Johnson, Ojode and Collins.  Nays:  none.  Motion 
approved. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 

Debbie Kopas 
Debbie Kopas, Secretary 

 


