
 
 

 
 
 
The Regular Meeting of the Board of Park Commissioners was called to order at 7:01 pm by President Bachus.  
Commissioners Dennison, Johnson, Ojode and Bachus were present. Also present were Executive Director 
Debbie Kopas, Superintendent of Finance & Administration Sharon Dangles, Superintendent of Recreation 
Mike Gianatasio, Superintendent of Parks & Planning Doug Boehm, Golf Course Manager Tom Denklau, Ice 
Arena Manager Lyndsay Harwell, Racquet & Fitness Club Manager Eileen Rohrer, Marketing Manager Darren 
Jasieniecki, Irons Oaks Manager Cheryl Vargo, Treasurer Steve Ojode, Accountant Karen Garrity, Custodian 
Noel Lucero, Attorney Steve Adams, Speer Financial Assistant Vice President Aaron Gold, Lauterbach & Amen, 
LLP Representative Veronica Dzekciorius, H-F Chronicle Reporter Marilyn Thomas and Secretary Anne Brabec. 
Commissioner Collins was absent. 
       
CHANGE IN AGENDA – None 

 

COMMENTS FROM VISITORS – Director Kopas introduced HFPD Custodian Noel Lucero and Accountant 
Karen Garrity.  President Bachus welcomed them to the meeting and thanked them for attending. 
 
PRESENTATION 
Superintendent Dangles introduced Veronica Dzekciorius from Lauterbach & Amen, LLP who reviewed key 
points of the Comprehensive Annual Financial Report for the fiscal year ending April 30, 2021.  Ms. Dzekciorius 
reminded the board that per state statute, an audit is required to be completed within six months of the fiscal 
year end.  She reported that Lauterbach & Amen issued an unmodified opinion, which is the highest form 
possible, and that there were no disagreements or difficulties with the audit. 
 
Commissioners had no questions, and thanked both Veronica and the park district staff for their work on the 
audit and report. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
a. Approval of Minutes - September 7, 2021 and September 14, 2021 

 
b. Recreation Summer Participation Report 

A report from the Superintendent of Recreation on summer enrollment for 2021. 
 

c. Policies & Procedures, Section 7: Fiscal Policies, 7.25 Investment Policy Update 
A report from the Superintendent of Finance & Administration recommending the Board of Park 
Commissioners consider a motion to approve the update to Section 7: Fiscal Policies, 7.25 Investment 
Policy of the Policy & Procedures Manual as presented. 
 

Commissioner Johnson moved to approve the consent agenda as presented. Commissioner Ojode seconded 
the motion.  Roll call vote with Ayes:  Dennison, Johnson, Ojode and Bachus.  Nays:  none.  Motion approved. 
 
OLD BUSINESS  
Director Kopas introduced Aaron Gold from Speer Financial who gave a summary of the necessity of the two 
ordinances presented.  Ordinance #741 is a parameters ordinance for the district’s annual rollover bonds, and 
#742 is a parameters ordinance for the district’s refunding bonds.   
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a. Ordinance #741 
Commissioner Dennison moved to approve Ordinance #741, an Ordinance providing for the issue of 
not to exceed $1,040,000 Taxable General Obligation Limited Tax Park Bonds of the District for the 
payment of certain outstanding bonds of the District, providing for the levy of a direct annual tax to 
pay the principal of and interest on said bonds, and authorizing the execution of a Bond Purchase 
Agreement with D.A. Davidson & Co. in connection with the proposed sale of said bonds.  
Commissioner Johnson seconded the motion.  Roll call vote with Ayes:  Dennison, Johnson, Ojode and 
Bachus.  Nays:  none.  Motion approved. 
 

b. Ordinance #742 
Commissioner Johnson moved to approve Ordinance #742, an Ordinance providing for the issue of 
not to exceed $10,650,000 General Obligation Refunding Park Bonds (Alternate Revenue Source) of 
the District for the refunding of certain outstanding bonds of the District, providing for the pledge of 
certain revenues to the payment of the principal and interest on said bonds, providing for the levy of 
a direct annual tax sufficient to pay such principal and interest if the pledged revenues are 
insufficient to make such payment, and authorizing the execution of a Bond Purchase Agreement 
with D.A. Davidson & Co. in connection with the proposed sale of said bonds.  Commissioner 
Dennison seconded the motion.  Roll call vote with Ayes:  Dennison, Johnson, Ojode and Bachus.  
Nays:  none.  Motion approved. 
 

c. COVID-19 Vaccination Policy 
Director Kopas reviewed that at its September meeting, the Board reviewed options for and supported a 
Covid-19 Vaccination Policy.  Based on that discussion, the district worked with attorneys at PDRMA and 
Laner Muchin to develop the recommended policy.  The policy benefits the safety of not only Homewood-
Flossmoor Park District employees, but its patrons as well, many of whom have questioned whether or 
not the staff they are interacting with have been vaccinated so they are safer participating in programs.  
Staff are already aware of the policy and have engaged with their department heads in discussion as 
needed.  Requests for exception or accommodation to the policy will be handled individually with advice 
from park district attorneys. 

 
Commissioner Johnson moved to approve Personnel Policy 1.18 as presented tonight with the one-day 
change in dates. Commissioner Ojode seconded the motion.  Roll call vote with Ayes:  Dennison, Johnson, 
Ojode and Bachus.  Nays:  none.  Motion approved. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
a. 2021 Estimated Tax Levy & Resolution #649 

Superintendent Dangles reviewed the estimated tax levy; the 2020 EAV increased from $587,026,667 to 
$677,494,191, which is $90.5 million, or 15.4% from the prior year.  This is due to the Cook County 
Assessor reassessing all property in Homewood and Flossmoor. 
 
The estimated levy shows the total capped levy exceeding 105% so a public hearing and publication will 
be required.  The proposed levy increase is recommended to maintain the current level of services 
primarily due to projected inflationary costs for overall operations, increased minimum wage effects, and 
to meet current demand for capital improvements.    
 
The 2021 proposed property tax levy is $6,109,043, resulting in a tax rate of .8588.   The levy number will 
be finalized in late spring 2022.  If tax cap reductions are needed, the county will be directed to make the 
reduction to the IMRF and FICA Funds. 



Commissioner Dennison moved to adopt Resolution #649 determining the amount of money to be raised 
by the 2021 tax levy to be approved on December 7, 2021.  Commissioner Ojode seconded the motion.  Roll 
call vote with Ayes:  Dennison, Johnson Ojode and Bachus.  Nays:  none.  Motion approved. 
 
APPROVAL OF CLAIMS 
Commissioner Johnson moved to approve the claims list in the amount of $470,536.14 as presented. 
Commissioner Ojode seconded the motion.  Roll call vote with Ayes:  Dennison, Johnson, Ojode and Bachus.  
Nays:  none.  Motion approved. 
 
PRESENTATION AND COMMENTS ON FINANCIAL REPORTS FOR THE PERIOD ENDING September 30, 2021  
Very nice to see recreation, golf and ice arena all doing well and getting closer to returning to pre-Covid levels. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS – Board & Administrator – October 2021 
 
DIRECTOR’S REPORT AND COMMISSIONERS’ COMMENTS  
Executive Director Kopas 

 The phone call with Standard & Poors went very well.  Based on comments at the end of the call, it 
seems unlikely that the park district would be downgraded.  The decision will be made next week.   

 Trick or Treat Trail is coming up on October 30 and Pumpkin Smash on November 6. 

 Superintendent Dangles will be at the Park District for two more weeks; however, tonight is probably 
her last board meeting.  Thank you to her for all of her hard work and extra help during the pandemic, 
including taking on human resources while keeping the district on track financially.   
 

Commissioner Johnson 

 Congratulations to Sharon on her new opportunity; the park district will certainly miss you. 

 Welcome to Noel. 

 Brew & View was wonderful; it was so good to see so many people again in the park. 
 

Commissioner Dennison 

 Thank you to Sharon for all of her contributions to the park district; best wishes in your new endeavor.  
You bring a lot of knowledge to them as you did to us. 

 Brew & View was great; so glad to be interacting again with a big event for the community.  Great 
job, staff. 

 
Commission Ojode 

 Appreciates Darren’s marketing efforts; neighbors and friends comment to her about what they see 
on social media and around the community 

 Staff at RFC has been amazing in dealing with the challenges there 
 
Commissioner Bachus 

 Liked that Wiley’s had three months in a row of $100,000 plus revenue 

 Mind boggling that we have 36,000 rounds of golf played, when we celebrated that as our final 
number last year, which was a record in of itself 

 Despite masks at RFC, 1,000 plus in group exercise classes is nothing to sneeze at 

 Mike G, you were an excellent Ferris, loves how Darren’s mind works 

 Added his well wishes and thank you to Sharon 
 



ADJOURNMENT  
Commissioner Dennison moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:38 p.m.  Commissioner Johnson seconded 
the motion.  On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Debbie Kopas, Secretary 

 


