
  

 

 

 

 
 
 
The Special Meeting of the Board of Park Commissioners was called to order at 6:01 p.m. by President 
Bachus.  Commissioners Collins, Dennison, Johnson, Ojode and Bachus were present.  Also present were 
Executive Director Debbie Kopas, Superintendent of Finance & Administration Karen Garrity, Ice Arena 
Manager Lyndsay Harwell, Treasurer Steve Ojode, Speer Financial Muncipal Advisor Aaron Gold and 
Secretary Anne Brabec.   
 
CHANGE IN AGENDA – None 
 
COMMENTS FROM VISITORS – None 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
a. Ordinance #753      

Aaron Gold of Speer Financial provided an explaination for this ordinance, including that it replaces 
the parameters ordinance passed at the May 17 meeting and is necessary because the purchaser 
and interest rate for the bond sale changed, which will ultimately save the park district more than 
$1 million.   
 
Director Kopas and the commissioners thanked Aaron and his team for their diligence in finding this 
best possible option for the park district to finance the expensive unplanned Ice Arena project.  
 

Commissioner Collins moved to approve Ordinance #753, an Ordinance providing for the issue of 
$5,500,000 General Obligation Park Bonds (Alternate Revenue Source), Series 2022A, of the District, for 
park improvements, including renovations to the District’s Homewood-Flossmoor Ice Arena, providing for 
the pledge of certain revenues to the payment of said bonds, providing for the levy of a direct annual tax 
sufficient to pay such bonds if the pledged revenues are insufficient to make such payment and 
authorizing the sale of said bonds to Capital One Public Funding, LLC.  Commissioner Ojode seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote with Ayes: Collins, Dennison, Johnson, Ojode and Bachus.  Nays:  none.  Motion 
approved. 
 
DIRECTOR’S REPORT AND COMMISSIONERS’ COMMENTS 
Executive Director Kopas 

 Superintendent Gianatasio now has six PDAC committee members (five women and one man), with a 
few additional people considering it.  Ideas for men would be appreciated. 

 A lot of purchases made by the park district are more than $10,000, which has been the dollar amount 
required for board approval for years.  If that were raised, these purchases would still be part of claims 
but  would not need a specific agenda item for approval.  Commissioners were agreeable; Kopas will 
check with Attorney Karas to see what the current park district norm is and if appropriate prepare a 
report for the June meeting. 

 The annual Park Tour takes place next meeting; Kopas invited ideas on which parks to visit.  
Homewood Estates, Ice Arena, Highlands, Irwin were suggested. 
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 Discussion about the Homewood Estates/D&J Landscaping union protestor who continues to park his 
car on the grass in front of RFC.  We will try to find out what union he represents and why he is still 
there now that the project is finished. 

 Marketing Manager Darren Jasieniecki has resigned.  He was not looking for a new position, but a 
great one came his way.  He will continue to help the park district through the transition.  His last day 
is June 10. 

 Eileen Rohrer does not want a retirement party, instead she will be treated to a drink following the 
June 21 meeting. 

 
Commissioners had no additional comments. 
 
ADJOURNMENT – Commissioner Johnson moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:25 p.m.  Commissioner 
Dennison seconded the motion.  On a voice vote, the motion was approved.  
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Debbie Kopas 
Deborah Kopas, Secretary  


