
 
 

 
 
 
 
The Regular Meeting of the Board of Park Commissioners was called to order at 7:00 pm by President Bachus.  
Commissioners Collins, Dennison and Bachus were present.  Also present were Executive Director Debbie Kopas, 
Superintendent of Finance & Administration Karen Garrity, Superintendent of Parks & Planning Doug Boehm, 
Superintendent of Recreation Mike Gianatasio, Ice Arena Manager Lyndsay Harwell, Racquet & Fitness Club 
Manager Michelle Artis, Coyote Run Manager & Pro Tom Denklau, Irons Oaks Manager Cheryl Vargo and H-F 
Chronicle Reporter Marilyn Thomas.  Commissioners Johnson and Ojode were absent. 
 
CHANGE IN AGENDA – None 
 
COMMENTS FROM VISITORS – None 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
a. Approval of Minutes - June 7, 2022, June 21, 2022 and June 28, 2022 

 
Commissioner Collins moved to approve the consent agenda as presented. Commissioner Dennison seconded 
the motion.    On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
a. Reject Bid for Fire Suppression System 

Director Kopas reported that only one bid was submitted for the Fire Suppression System, and it was 
much higher than expected.  W.B. Olsen recommended the board reject that bid so the work can go 
back out to bid.   
 

Commissioner Dennison moved to reject the bid from Nova Fire Suppression for the fire suppression work at 
the Ice Arena.  Commissioner Collins seconded the motion.  On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
a. Recreation Fall 2022 Fees & Charges 

Superintendent Gianatasio explained that slight program fee increases were necessary due to rising 
staff wages and material costs.   
 
New fall programs include senior/active adult activities re-branded under the “H-F VIPs” heading, as 
well as new Discovery offerings for preschoolers.  Superintendent Gianatasio highlighted Wine Down 
Wednesday, a new event in partnership with the villages of Homewood and Flossmoor as well as Rich 
and Bloom Townships.   

 
Commissioner Collins moved to approve the Recreation Fall 2022 Fees & Charges as presented. 
Commissioner Dennison seconded the motion.  On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 

 
APPROVAL OF CLAIMS 
Commissioners had no comments or questions. 
 
Commissioner Dennison moved to approve the claims list in the amount of $522,801.31.  Commissioner Collins 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote with Ayes: Collins, Dennison and Bachus.  Nays:  none.  Motion approved. 
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PRESENTATION AND COMMENTS ON FINANCIAL REPORTS FOR THE PERIOD ENDING June 30, 2022  
Commissioners had no comments or questions. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS – Board & Administrator – July 2022 
 
DIRECTOR’S REPORT AND COMMISSIONERS’ COMMENTS  
Executive Director Kopas 

 Anne Brabec is not at tonight’s meeting because she is in Chile with her daughter, who is teaching there.  

 Superintendent Garrity and Manager Artis pointed out that there is discrepancy between the financial 
report and the RFC narrative in the Director’s Report; Artis unknowingly gathered her information before 
all of the month’s financial data had been input.   

 The Homewood Estates Park celebration was very nice with a good crowd.  Thank you to employee Noel 
Lucero for cleaning up afterwards. 

 Last week’s Starry Nights was really great.  There were two concerts this year, and at an estimated 400 
and 500, both had higher attendance than those held the last couple of years. 

 The new projected reopening date for the Ice Arena is January 1, 2023, although efforts continue to work 
toward an earlier completion date as well as to cut costs. The last set of work is out to bid, with a bid 
opening date of August 11. 
 

Commissioner Dennison 

 Compliments to the Lions Club pool lifeguards on their four-star rating.  She has heard a lot of positive 
comments about them. 

 Story Trail has been very well loved at the park near her home. 

 Great to see the success of Teen Camp and Camp Discovery.  It’s wonderful that they were full and the 
kids were happy. 

 Kudos to Irons Oaks for watching the weather and making changes as needed for the success of their 
outdoor events. 

 Pleased to see that Jackie Hoffmann is onboard at Coyote Run as a youth instructor. 

 Kudos to Wiley’s for a record breaking revenue month. 

 Met Steve Rab; it was great to welcome him to the team. 
 

Commission Collins 

 Seeing the Weed Team in the parks; thanks to them for all of their hard work. 

 Appreciates everyone working outside with camps, parks, everywhere, through the heat of summer. 
 

Commissioner Bachus 

 We should have a social media “Where’s the Weed Team” campaign. 

 Thought the Homewood Estates grand opening was awesome, and a fun reflection of why we do what 
we do.   It was wonderful to partner with the Rotary. 

 Looking like the next couple of weeks are going to be very hot, good luck to golf, the pool, parks – 
everyone dealing with it.  It can be rough so he hopes everyone makes taking care of themselves a 
priority. 

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
At 7:16 pm, Commissioner Collins moved to enter into Executive Session for the purpose of 2(c)(21) discussion 
of minutes of prior meetings lawfully closed under the Open Meetings Act, for the purpose of review, approval 
or release of such minutes and for the purpose of 2(c)(1) discussion of the appointment, compensation, 
discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the District.  Commissioner Dennison seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote with Ayes: Collins, Dennison and Bachus.  Nays:  none.  Motion approved. 
 



Meeting reconvened at 8:31 p.m. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

 
a. Approval and Reclassification of Executive Session Minutes 

  
Commissioner Dennison moved to approve and declassify the executive session minutes of February 15, 
2022, May 3, 2022 and June 21, 2022.  Commissioner Collins seconded the motion.  Roll call vote with Ayes:  
Collins, Dennison and Bachus.  Nays:  none.  Motion approved. 
 
Commissioner Collins moved that the need for confidentiality still exists to all or part of the minutes for March 
4, 2006; July 17, 2012; May 17, 2016; July 5, 2016, July 19, 2016, November 19, 2019; December 3, 2019, 
January 21, 2020; and May 5, 2020. Commissioner Dennison seconded the motion.  Roll call vote with Ayes: 
Collins, Dennison and Bachus.  Nays:  none.  Motion approved. 
 
b. Executive Director Services 
 
Commissioner Collins moved to approve a salary increase of 4% for the Executive Director of the Homewood-
Flossmoor Park District effective May 1, 2022.  Commissioner Dennison seconded the motion.  Roll call vote with 
Ayes:  Collins, Dennison and Bachus.  Nays:  none.  Motion approved. 
 
ADJOURNMENT  
Commissioner Dennison moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:53 p.m.  Commissioner Collins seconded the 
motion.  On a voice vote, the motion was approved. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 

Debbie Kopas 
Debbie Kopas, Secretary 


